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To the molt Reverend Father in G O D, 


THOMAS 


Lord Arch-Bſhop of Canterbury ; 


Sir HENRY ASHURST Baronet; 
Sir Jon RoTHER am,Serjeant atLaw 
Joun EvELYN Senior Eſquire ; 


Truſtees appointed by the Will of the Honourable 
ROBERT BOTLE E Etquire. 


Moſt Reverend and Honoured, 
Beg kave humbly to preſent you with theſe 
Firſt-fruits of my Labours in that Station 
which you hawe been pleaſed to aſſign me for 
this Year ; Taking this Occaſton both to acknows- 
ledge publickly, and with all Thankfulneſs the 
Honour you have dune me in appointing me to this 
Work; and likewiſe to give you Aſſurance that 
the After-fruits ſhall alſo in due Time be offered 
to you, if God fhall be pleaſed to give them a 
Seaſon to ripen ; And I heartily wiſh they may 
be better and more worth your Acceptance than | 
am ſenſible theſe are. 
However, I hope the ſame Goodneſs and kind 


Opinion of me which moved you to nominate me to 
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the Employment will incline you to ſorgive all my 
Failings in the Management of it. 

And if my Labours ſhall be well accepted by 
you ; And eſpecially, If by the Bleſſing of God, 
(who only giveth the Increaſe they ſhall any 
Ways contribute toward the Promoting the pious 
Deſign of the Honourable Founder of theſe Le- 
ures, of bleſſed Memory , I ſhall be wery eaſe 
under the too juſt Charge of Inſufficiency for ſuch 
an Undertaking, which I make no Doubt will be 
caſt upon me by thoſe who will be inwardly glad 
that I bawe performed my Task no better, and 
will earneſily wiſh that the Chriftan Cauſe may 
never bave an abler Adwocate. 

But that by your wiſe Choice of Perſors to 
ſucceed in this Employment, they may ſee them- 
ſelves every Tear diſappointed in this their Wiſh, 
is the hearty Deſire of, | 


Moſt Reverend and Honoured, 


Your molt obliged 
Feb. 26. 1532, 


and obedient Servant 


Orse. BLACKALT. 


CE 


S\'LuxE XVI. 29, 3o, gr. 


Abraham ſaith unto him, Th:y have Moſes and 
the Prophets ; let them bear them. 
And he ſaid, Nay, father Abraham : but if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will 
. repent. 
And he ſaid unto him, If they hear not Moſes 
and the Prophets, neither will they be per- 
ſwaded, though one roſe from the dead. 


HESE words contain ſome of the Diſcourſe 
that paſſed between Abraham in Heaven, and 
a certain rich Man in Hell ; occaſioned by a 
Requeſt which he had made in the fore- 
going Verſes, in the behalf of his fve Brethren whom 
he had left alive upon Earth; that Abraham would be 
ſo kind as to ſend Lazarus to them, to teſtifie-to them, 
left they alſo ſhould come into that Place of Torment. 
And the general Deſign of them , and indeed of the 
whole Parable of which they are a Part, is to aſſert 
the Suficiency of thoſe Means which God hath thought 
fit to uſe to bring Men toRepentance, particularly by 
granting them a ſtanding Revelation of his Will ; and 
the probable Unſucceſstulneſs of any other Method 
that we could propoſe, and perhaps might think more 
proper for this Purpoſe. 
And when theſe Words were firſt ſfoken, it was 
with a ſpecial Reference to the State of the Jews, = 
a 
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and to that Light, and thoſe Means of Salvation which 
were afforded to them, at the Time when our Saviour 
began his Preaching ; when all the fanding Revelation 
of God's Will, was contained in the Books of Moſes, 
and in the-Writings of the Prophets. xe 

But ſince then our Lord Jeſus Chri/?, the eternal Son 
of God, a more credible Meſſenger than Lazarus from 
the dead, has come himſelf in Perſon to aſſure us that 
there is a Heaven and a Hell, and to ſhew us the Means 
of attaining that, and avoiding this ; and God having 
raiſed him up from the dead, after he had been cru- 
cified by the Fews, has given ſufficient Aſſurance 
to the World of his divine Miſſion ; And that Jeſus 
did and faid ſuch things, and that he died and roſe 
again, we have the Teſtimony of his Apoſtles, and 
others, who were Eye and Ear-witneſtes thereof, and 
who in Confirmation of their Teſtimony were em- 
powered by God to do as great Miracles as Fe/us him- 
{elf had done ; And laſtly, of what was done and 
taught by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, we have very 
credible Records {till remaining, v/z. the Books of the 
New Teſtament ; the Authority of which.is at leaſt as 
well proved to us, as ever the Authority of the 0/4 
Teſtament was to the Jews : So that we now have 
plainly more and ſtronger Motives to Repentance, 
than the Jews before our Saviour's Time had; we con- 
ſequently do ſtand in leis need of new Miracles and 
new Revelations than they did ; And therefore the 
Argument in the Text, as it may be applied to us 
who live now, is much ſtronger than as it was here 
urged by Azraham with Reterence to the Jews, while 
they had only Moſes and the Prophets. 


And 


CEE 


a STANDING REVELATION. 


And thus in my Diſcourle upon the Words, I ſhall 
now conſider it, viz. as if the Requglt made by the 
rich Man in the Behalf of his Brethren, in the two 
foregoing Verſes, were made now in the Behalf of 
thote to whom the Revelation of the Goſpel has been 
given, but without Succeſs; and as if the Anſiver 
here returned to it by Abraham, had been ſuited to 
the preſent State of things. | 

And from the words, thus largely underſtood , I 
ſhall take occaſion to ſpeak ro theſe Three Points. 


]. T ſhall endeavour to ſhew that the preſent /tand- 
ing. Revelation of God's Will, contained in the Books 
of the O!d and New Teſtament is abundantly ſufficient 
to perſwade Men to Repentance, it they are not un- 
reaſonably blind and obſtinate. They have Moſes and 
the Prophets, (l add, they have alſo Chriſt, and his Apo- 
ſtles ;) let them hear them. 

IT. I ſhall ſhew that having already fuch good 
Grounds of Faith, ſuch full Directions for PraCtice, 
and ſuch ſtrong Motives to Repentance, it is an un= 
reaſonable Requeſt to defire more. Nay, Father Abra= 
ham, but if one went unto them from the dead, they 
will repent. And, , 

Il. Laſtly, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, That in caſe 
God ſhould condeſcend to gratifie Men in this unrea- 
{onable Deſire (working every Day new Miracles be- 
fore their Eyes, or ſending their deceaſed Friends to 
them from the dead, to atlure them of a future State, 
and to warn them to prepare for it) 'tis highly pro- 
bable thar very few or none of thoſe who do not 
believe, and are not brought to Repentance by the 


Preaching and /tanding Revelation of the Goſpel,would 
| be 
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be perſwaded by this Means. If they hear not Moſes, 
and the Prophets (nor Chriſt and his Apoſtles) neither 
will they be perſwaded, though one roſe from the dead. 


T. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that the preſent /tand- 
ing Revelation of God's Will, contained in the Books 
of the Old and New Teſtament is abundantly ſufficient 
to perſwade Men to Repentance , it they are not un- 
reaſonably blind and obſtinate. They have Moſes and 
the Prophets , ( Chriſt and his Apoſtles ) let them hear 
them, 

And, I think, that if the fanding Revelation which 
God hath made of his Will in the Holy Scriptures, 
can upon any account be thought inſufficient to effect 
this Deſign , it muſt be upon one of theſe two Ac- 
counts ; viz. Either, 1. Becauſe no ſtanding Revela- 
tion can be ſufficient for this Purpoſe ; Or, 2. Becauſe 
there are ſome particular Defects in that /fanding Re- 
welation which we have in the Zoly Scripture, which 
render it not ſo ſufficient for this Purpole as 'tis poſſible 
a ſtanding Revelation might be. 

I. It may be pretended that no fanding Revelation 
can be ſufficient tor this Purpoſe. | am now therefore 
to enquire with what Reaſon this can be pretended. 

And in ſpeaking to this Point, it does not lie upon 
me to prove that God could not reveal his Mind aireſh 
'to every Man in every Age of the World, if he fo 
pleaſed; for there is noqueſtion but that the ſame God 
who in divers manners ſpake in times paſt to our Fathers 
by the Prophets, could, it he pleaſed , ſpeak to every 
one of us their Children, in ſuch Manner as he then 
fpake to the Prophets themtelves; ſo that we might 
be all inmediatcly taught of Gad as they were. Bur 

every 
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every thing that may be done is not expedient to be 
done ;- And whether this Method would be expedient 
or not, will be hereafter enquired. 

Neither does it now lie upon me to prove, that 
this Way which God hath thought fit to take to in- 
ſtruct the greateſt Part of the World, viz. by a ſtand: 
ing Revelation, 1s the beſt Way, and the moſt like to 
be effeCtual of any that could be uſed. . Of this I Thall 
likewiſe have Occaſion to ſpeak fomewhar hereafter. 

But what lies upon me at preſent to make good, is 
only this, That a landing Revelation of God's Will 
may be ſo well contrived and ſo well atteſted as to be 
ſufficient to perſwade Men. 

And if there be any Ground for the contrary Pre- 
tence, I think it muſt be, either, 1. Becauſe all Mat- 
ters neceſſary to be known and done by Men at all 
Times, cannot at once be committed to Writing : Or, 
2. Becaule there cannot be ſufficient Evidence given to 
fatisfie a Rational Man, that any Writing that is faid 
to be of divine Inſpiration and Authority, is indeed fo. 

I. It may be ſaid, That all Matters neceſlary to be 
known and done by Mea at all Times,cannot be at once 
committed to Writing : Becauſe every Age of the 
World produces new Opinions, which whether they 
be erroneous or not, cannot be judged by a Criterion 
that was given many Ages before theſe Opinions were 
broached : And as the World grows older in Years, it 
likewiſe improves in Wickedneſs, which cannot be re- 
ſtrained and ſuppreſſed by an old Law.which was made 
before ſeveral Inſtances of thoſe Wickedneſles that are 
now practiſed were either known or thought of. And 
if it were not ſo, what need would there be of ſuch a 
number of Books as are written in every Age to 
dire& Men how to diſtinguiſh between Truth and 
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Error, and what Opinions to fix upon in that great 
Variety of Opinions that are offered to them ? Or what 
need would there be of ſo many new Laws as are daily 
made in every Commonwealth to reſtrain the growing 
Extravagances of Mankind, and to keep them within 
due Bounds ? So that if there be any Neceſlity at all of 
divine Revelation to teach Men the Belicf of Truthand 
the PraQtice of Righteouſnels, it is neceſſary that there 
ſhould be a new and freſh Revelation made, at leaſt as 
often as any new Error is broached, or any new Piece 
of Villainy is praQtiſed in the World. 

But to this ObjeQion againſt the Suficiency of a 
Standing Revelation , | ſuppoſe a full Anſwer will be 
given in theſe two particulars. - 


(1.) That there is no Arguing from the Wiſdom and 
Power of Men, to the Wiſdom and Power of God. _ It 
may be granted to be impoſlible for a Man to write fuch 
a Book as ſhall be ſuficrent to confute all the Errors that 
can poſlibly at any time afterwards ſpring up ; Or to 
compile ſuch a Body of Laws as ſhall te ſufficient to pre- 
vent or puniſh all tuture Crimes ; But what is impoſl:= 
ble with Men, may be poſiiLle with God ; who has a 
perfect Foreſight of all the Errors that will ever be 
broached, and of all the Wickedneis that will ever Le 
pratiſed by Men to the End of the World, To a Being 
of infinite Wiſdom and Knowledge it may be not only 
poſſible, but very eaſie ſo to contrive a Revelation, de- 
ſigned by him. tor the Direction of tuture Ages, that 
no Addition ſhall ever after need to be made to ir. 
Nay indeed, 

(2.) The Thing it ſelf, that 1s, That a /tanding 
Revelation ſhould be thus perte& ; that it ſhould be 
ſo contrived at once, and at firſt, as to be ſuficient to 
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anſwer all the Ends of a divine Revelation as long as 
the World ſhall laſt, is not very hard to be conceived. 

For tho' Error be infinite, Truth, at leaſt all Truth 
neceſſary to be believed, is finite and limited; And 
after a divine Revelation is once given, no more 1s 
neceſlary to be believed in after Ages than was at firſt ; 
nor will there ever be more things neceſſary to be 
believed to the End of the World, unleſs God ſhall 
pleaſe to add ſome new Revelation to the former. And 
this Revelation of all neceſſary Truth once made,being 
given to Men that are endued with Reaſon, nothing 
more is, or ever will be needful for the Diſcovery and 
Confutation of all Errors that can poſlibly ſpring up in 
after Ages, but only a right Underſtanding of the 
Truths already delivered, and a right Uſe ot Reaſon 
in making Interences,and drawing Conſequences there- 
- from. And this is all that is pretended to by the Books 
of Controverſie that are written in every Age: The 
Deſign of them is not to declare new Truths, or to 
eſtabliſh new Articles of Faith, but only to ſhew that 
thoſe Opinions which they repreſent as falſe and erro- 
neous, are either in themſelves, or in their true Conſe- 
quences, contrary to ſome Maxims that are already 
receiv'd as true. 

And it is no leſs eaſie to conceive that a ſtanding 
Revelation may beat once fo contrived as to be tor ever 
ſufficient to direct Men in all Points of Pradzice : Be- 
caute altho' tis po{lible that every Age may aftord new 
Inflances of Wickedneſs, yet the Law that they areall 
Tranſgreiſions of, may be but one. And the Rule once 
given is a perpetual Direction, not only what to do, 
but likewiſe whac toavoid ; and this, as well in thoſe 
Inſtances of Wickedneſs which may be invented after- 
wards, as in thoſe which were in PraQtice before the 
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Rule was made. For he that giving DireCtion to a Tra- 
veller in his Way, bids him keep ſtrait forward, ſhall 
not need, (if he ſpeaks to-a Man ot Reaſon) to tell him, 
over and above, that he muſt be careful to avoid all 
Turnings to the right hand or to the left ; and much 
leſs ſhall he need to give him a particular Account of 
every Turning that he is to avoid. And tho in Time 
to come there would be many more By-ways and Tur- 
nings out of the Road than there'are at preſent, yet the 
ſame one Direction, to keep ſtrait forward, will be as full 
and as ſufficient a Direction then, as it 15 now. | 
And the Neceſlity that Humane Law-givers find 
themſelves under to be every Day repealing former 
Laws and adding new Ones, is not cauſed by an abſo- 
lute Impoſlibility of making at once ſuch a Body of 
Laws as might be ſufficient for all after Times ; but 
ariſes (as I ſuppoſe) Partly from the Nature of Humane 
Laws, which are, for the moſt part, Negative and Pro- 
hibitive only ; and by ſuch a Law nothing is rendred 
unlawful but what is named; and to name at once every 
thing that is then, or may be in all after Ages needful 
to be prohibited, would indeed be a Work of very great 
Difficulty ; Partly, from the Nature of that Obedience 
that is due to a meer Humane Law, which is only 
. an external Obedience, and to the Letfer of the Law ; 
and: that indeed muſt needs be a Law, or a Body of 
Laws of a prodigious Bulk, and very difficult to be 
contrived at once, which in the Letter thereof ſhall 


comprehend and. give Direion concerning every - 


Action, and every Mode of Action that are neceſlary 
to be done or forbere,in order to the preſerving Juſtice 
and Peace among Men ; Partly, from the little Regard 
that Men generally have to the good of Poſterity , 
which makes them only careful to contrive ſuch _ 
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ders and Conſtitutions, as they hope will ſuffice to 
preſerve Peace in their own time, leaving it to thoſe 
that come after, to take the like Care for themſelves 
in their Times ; Partly, from the Weakneſs and }gno- 
rance of the wiſeſt of Men, who not underſtanding 
exaQly the Tempers of all their Subjes, cannot know 
certainly what Effect their Laws will have, till after 
they have been for ſome time experienced; And partly, 
from the unexpected Difficulty that is ſometimes met 
with in the Execution of a Law, which may make it 
neceſſary afterwards to enforce it with a greater 
Penalty, or to take fome further Care than at firſt 
was thought needful to ſee it executed. 

Bur none of theſe Reaſons of the Neceflity of new 
Laws among Men are of any force to ſhew that it is 
alſo neceſlary that God ſhould be every Day making 
new Declarations of his Will, and that no Standing 
Revelation can be ſufficient for all Times ; For the 
Laws of God are politive and commanding, enjoining 
the trueſt and heartieſt Love both to God and Men,and- 
every natural and proper Expreſſion thereof, and by 
conſequence prohibiting every Afﬀection of Mind, and 
every outward Act that is contrary thereto, whether 
it be expreſsly named or not; And the Okedience that 
we ove toa divine Law,is the Obedience of the Heart 
and of the whole inner Man, ſuch as looks beyond the 
Letter to the Deſign and Intention of the Law, and. 
avoids as carefully whatſoever is contrary to the Rea- 
ſon of the Law, as if it had been forbidden in the moſt 
expreſs Words : And God being King for ever and 
ever, has the ſame Relation to all Men in all Ages, and 
cannot but be ſuppoſed to deſign the good Govern» 
ment of his SubjeCts in after, as well as in former 
Times; And he alſo, underſtanding fully the Tem- 
pers 
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pers of all his Subjeds, knows beforehand what Effet 
the Laws he gives them will have, and can never be 
diſappointed in his ExpeRation ; and ſo can never be 
obliged to repeal or alter any of his Laws, by an un- 
foreleen Experience, that they are not ſo convenient, 
or ſo effeual as he thought they would be; And 
laſtly, He, having all Power in his Hands, and a fove- 
raign and uncontroulable Dominion over all, can ap- 
point what Penalty he pleaſes to the Tranſgreſſion of 
his Laws ; can at any time convict Tranſgreſtors by 
his own unerring Knowledge only, and the Teſtimony 
of their guilty Conſciences, without othcr Witneſles ; 
and has it in his own ſingle Power, without any Help 
of others, to execute, when-ever he will, whatever 
Penalty he threatens. 

Thus, | think, it appears that a ſtanding Revelation 
may be ſo well contrived, as to be ſwficient tor all 
Times ; that all Matters neceſſary to ke known and 
done by Men at all Times may be at once committed 
to Writing. 

2. But Secondly, Tho' this be granted, it may be 
ſtill further objeQted againſt the Syfictency of a Stand- 
ing Revelation,that it can hardly be ſufficiently atteſted ; 
that there cannot be ſufficient Evidence given to fatisfie 
a Rational Man, that any ſuch Writing, which is ſaid 
to be of divine Inſpiration and Authority, is indeed 
ſo; And that, (1.) Becauſe there is no Way, but Eye- 
witneſs, to be ſufficiently aſſured that any Book was 
written by the Peron who 1s ſaid to be the Author of it; 
(z.) Becaule there is no Way to be ſuffctently aflured, 
that the Author of ſucha Book did not deſ.gn to im- 
pole upon his Readers; And (3.) Becauſe no Man can 
be ſure, that he himfelt was not deceived in his Opi- 
nion of his own Inſpiration, or of a Revelation made 

to 
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to him; or in the Truth of any other Matter which 
he has related as of his own Knowledge. 

(r.) It may be ſaid, that there is no Way but Eye- 
witnels to be ſufficiently aſſured that anyBook was writs 
ten by the Perſon that is ſaid to be the Author of it. 

But that is very ſtrange , that there ſhould be no 
other Way to be ſ«ficiently allured of the Author of 
any Book, and yet that there are a great many Books 
inthe World, ancient as well as modern, the Authors 
whereof were never 1n the leaſt doubted of ; who yet, 
I ſuppoſe, did not uſe to call together a Company of 
Men to ſtand by, and ſee them write thoſe Books 
which they intended to Publiſh. 

It ſeems then, that either there may be, beſides Eye- 
witneſs, ſufficient Reaſon to believe that a Book was 
written by the Perſon under whoſe Name it goes ; or 
elſe that all the World has been extremely credulous 
in receiving an infinite Number of Books as written 
by ſuch and ſuch Authors, without ſ#ficient Aſſurance 
thereof, But | believe the Truth is, There are ſome 
Men, who for Reaſons beſt known to themſelves, (but 
which may, ſome of them be eaſily enough gueſled 
at) will not allow that to be /aficient Evidence that 
a Book was written by a Prophet or an Apoſtle, which 
they muſt and do allow to be ſufficient Evidence in 
any other Cale of the like Nature. 

For in other Caſes we make no Doubt to receive a 
Book as written by ſuch an Author, it he owns himſelf 
to be the Author of it 3 or if it be ſhewn written with 
his own Hand ; or if they that are the Publiſhers of it, 
declare that they had it from him, as his own ; or that 
they tranſcribed or printed it from a Copy which they 
knew to be of his Hand-writing; or if it paſſes cur- 


rent in common Fame and Report to- be his, and his 
moſt 
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moſt intimate friends believe it ſo, and he hunſelf 
does not difown it, and there be none elfe that pre- 
tend any Claim or Title to it. Where theſe or moſt 
of theſe Circumſtances do concurr, we never doubt 
but that the Perſon ſaid to be the Author of fuch a 
Book, is ſo indeed ; unleſs there be ſome very clear 
Reaſon, grounded upon the known Incapacity of the 
Perſon to write in ſuch a Language, in ſuch a Stile, 
concerning ſuch a Subject, or the like , whereby it 
may be demonſtrated, that (whoever was) he could 
not be the Author of it. The truth is, Now adays, 
(and I ſuppoſe the Caſe was much the ſame formerly) 
whoever is the true Author of any Book, finds very 
little Difkculty to make Men believe that the Book is 
his; the greateſt Difficulty is for a Man to conceal 
himſelf, in caſe he be not willing to be known to be 
the Author of it. 

And when oncea Book is generally receiv'd as written 
by ſuch a Perſon, (when, I ſay, 'tis thus receiv'd) in that 
Age in which it was firſt publiſh'd, and by thoſe that 
were in the belt Capacity to inquire and to judge who 
was the true Author of it ; they that live in after 
times never think it reaſonable to queſtion the Autho- 
_ rity thereof, unleſs there be, evidently, ſomething, 
either in the Language, Diale& or Stile ; or elle in 
the Matter of the Book , as in the Relation of ſome 
Piece of Hiſtory, the References to ſome ancient Cu- 
ſtoms, the Citations out of other Authors, or the like; 
by which it may be clearly made out that the Book 
cannot be of ſuch Antiquity as it pretends to, or could 
not be the Writing of that Perſon who is reported and 
has been commonly taken to be the Author of it. 

Upon ſuch Reaſons as theſe, a great many Books are 
every Day received as written by ſuch and _ Au- 
thors ; 


—— 


4 STANDING REVELATION. 


v3 


thors; and tho' we cannot be ſo ſure of a thing that 
we believe upon theſe Inducements, as we are of what 
we fee with our own Eyes ; yet ſuch Reaſons as theſe 
are by the general Conſent of Mankind judged to be 
ſufficient in a Matter of this Nature, which is hardly 
capable of better Proof. And for a Man to diſallow 
in one Caſe that fame Evidence of the Truth of a 
Matter of Fact, which in other Caſes of the like kind 
he allows to be ſufficient ; for a Man to receive a Book 
as written by another Perſon , and not to receive a 
Book as written by a Prophet or an Apoſtle, when 
he has as much Reaſon to receive one as the other, and 
no more Reaſon to reject one than the other, is not 
Judgment, or Diſcretion, or reaſonable Caution; but 
manifeſt Prejudice and Partiality. Burt, 

(2.) It was further ſaid , That tho* we might be 
well enough aſlured that a Buok was written by the 
Perſon who is faid to be the Author of it ; there is no 
Way to be ſufficiently aſſured that who he was the'Au- 
thor of it did not deſign to impoſe upon his Readers. 

It ſeems then, there is no Way to be ſufficiently 
fatisfied that any Man 1s an honeſt Man, and fit to be 
credited ; that he does not lye in every thing he ſays, 
and intend a Cheat in every thing he does. For if a 
Man may be belleved in what he fays,. he may as'well 
be believed in what he writes ; And if he may be truſted 
in one Concern, he may be as ſafely truſted in another, 
unleſs good Reaſon can be ſhewed ro the contrary. 

But in judging of humane Nature in general, Men 
commonly judge of others by themſelves : What they 
are inclined to, they think 1s the Inclination of Man- 
kind; what they allow themſelves in,they think others, 
(whatever they may pretend) make as little ſcruple of 
as they do ; what they freely practice, they make no 

C Doubt 
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Doubt other Men would practiſe as freely, on the fame 
Occaſions, and upon the ſame Inducements ; So that 
when any Man isfo very ſuſpetful of the Honeſty and 
Veracity of other Men, it gives but too juſt Ground to 
think that the Reaſon of his Aptneſs to diſtruſt all o- 
thers, is his Conſciouſneſs of his own evil Deſigns, and 
of the little Regard that he himſelf has to Truth in his 
dwn Afſertions. And if thoſe he has to deal with ſhould 
refuſe to give any Credit to any thing that he affirms, 
becauſe, according to his own declared Opinion, very 
little Credit can reaſonably be given to the Report and 
Affirmation of others, I do not ſee with what Reaſon 
he can blame them for ſo doing. 

Not but that, after all, 'tis poſſible that a Man may 
('tis doubtleſs whar has been done by ſome) give out a 
Report, or write Book on purpoſe to deceive Mankind ; 
But nevertheleſs, I ſay, that it ought not without very 
good Reaſon tobe ſuſpected that this is any Man's De- 
ſign ; and that we may have Aſſurance enough that a 
thing is not, which yet we muſt grant was poſſible to 
have been. Particularly as to the Matter we are 
now. ſpeaking of. 

Firſt ; Incaſe the Author of any Book,or of any Re- 
port relates a Matter of FaQt, of which there are not, 
nor well could be, any other Witneſſes but himſelf; as 
if he ſays that he has received from God ſucha Reve- 
' lation, with order to publiſh it to the World, or that 

he himſelf was an Eye or Ear-witneſs that ſuch a thing 
was privately done or ſpoken by another ; the Credi- 
bility of ſucha Report, whether written or ſpoken,de- 
pends, Partly, upon the Nature of the Report its ſelf; 
Partly, upon the Credit of its Author ; And partly, 
upon the Proofs that he gives of his Honeſty and Ve- 
racity in that particular. And where there is a full 


Con- 
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Concurrence of all theſe, that is, When the Matter of 
the Report is credible in its ſelf ; when its Author is a 
Perſon of Credit ; and when he gives the beit Proofs 
that can be of his Veracity in that particular ; there is 
no Reaſon to reje& his Teſtimony , there is /ufficient 
Reaſon to give Credit to it. 

t. If the Matter of his Report be credible in its (elf. 
And if what he reports be, that he himſelf has receiv'd 
ſuch a Revelation from God, with order to publiſh it 
to the World ; I fay, that this Report in the general is 
a credible Report ; becaule it is very agreeable to the 
Goodneſs of God, and therefore not unlikely, that he 
ſhould impart to Men, by a ſpecial Revelation, fuch 
things as are very uſeful for them to know, and which 
could not be known,or not ſo well ; not fo tully,clearly 
and certainly any other Way as by Revelation ; and *tis 
certainly not incredible, that he that has given us a 
Tongue to utter Words,and Skill to expreſs thereby our 
Thoughts to one another , ſhould have Power and 
Means to reveal and expreſs his own Mind in ſuch a 
Manner, that a Man may underſtand his Meaning; and 
tis likewiſe certainly not incredible in its ſelf, that God, 
intending to declare his Will to Mankind, ſhould make 
Uſe of the Miniſtry of a Man for this Purpoſe, and 
having made known his Will to one Man, give him 
Commilſlion to communicate the ſame to others. 

If therefore there be any thing incredible in the Re- 
port of a divine Revelation , it muſt be in the ſpecial 
Matter of it. But altho' the particular Matter of any 
ſuch divine Revelation be ſuch a thing as we could ne- 
ver have found out by natural Reaſon; I fay, it is ne- 
vertheleſs credible as a Matter divinely revealed; if it 
implies no Contradiction ; if it be not contrary to na- 
tural Reaſon; if it be not repugnant to a former divine 
C 2 


Reve- 
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Revelation that is well atteſted ; and if it be a Doarine 
worthy of God ; that is, If in its true Conſequences it 
has noTendency to encourage Sin;but on the contrary, 
has a plain Tendency to promote the Practice of Pi- 
ety, and Virtue among Men. Againſt ſuch a Revela- 
tion as this there can be no juſt Objection made from 
the Matter of it; There is no Improbability that ſuch 
a Thing as this ſhould be the SubjeCt of a divine Reve- 
lation. 

Or if what he reports be, that he himſelf was by 
when ſuch a thing was privately done or ſpoken by 
another ; In this caſe the Matter of his Report 1s cre- 
dible in its ſelf, if what he ſays he was an Eye or Ear- 
witneſs of, be a oper Ol of thoſe ſenſes; if it be 


not an impoſlible thing; if it does not imply a Contra- 
diction. And in this caſe, the Difficulty, the Strange- 
neſs,the Uncommohneſs of the Thing; its being a thing 
that was never known to be done or faid betore, or 
which no account can be given of by Reaſon, or natural 


Cauſes,isno juſt Exception to the Truth of it. There 
is nothing in this kind abſolutely incredible, but what 
is plainly impoſhible. But, 

2. The Credibility of any Report, (ſuppoſing the 
Matrer of it to be credible) depends, in good Meaſure, 
npon the Credit of its Author. 

And then a Man may reaſonably be thought an Au- 
thor, or a Witnets of good Credit, in Matters of his 
own Knowledge,when he appears, and by all his other 
Words and Actions ſhew's himſelf to be, grave, ſober, 
conliderate, and in his right Wits ; whenhe is a Perſon 
of unblemifhed Reputation ; when he was never known 
to lye, or teign, or deceive in other Caſes; when he 
gives no juftt Ground to ſuſpect that he is an intrigue- 
ing or del{igning Perſon ; And laſtly, when he himſelf 
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isno Party to the Cauſe, has no worldly Intereſt car- 
rying on in it, no Deſign of Honour or Profit, or other 
temporal Advantage, that, to appearance, can be ſer- 
ved by his giving ſuch Teſtimony ; when he will be 
neither the better if his Report be credited, nor the 
worſe if it be not believed. Such a Witneſs as this 
cannot reaſonably be excepted againſt. 

3. But zdly, Even ſuch a Report made by ſuch a 
Perſon, is {till further credible, in caſe he gives allo the 
beſt Proofs that can be given, or that the Caſe will 
bear, of his Veracity in that Particular. 

And 'tis one very good Token of a Man's own firm 
Perſwaſion of the Truth of what he ſays, if he gives his 
Teſtimony. in a grave and ſerious Manner, and if he 
appears to have at that Time a good ſenſe of Religion 
in his Mind. Upon which Account a Solemn Oath, 
by which God is called upon to witneſs the Truth of 
what is ſaid, is reck'ned the greateſt Aſſurance that 
ordinarily can be given of the Truth of any humane 
Teſtimony ; and therefore by Evidence given upon 
Oath all Queſtions of the greateſt Conſequence to 


Men in this World are finally decided ; 4» Oath for yy, 5. ,c 


Confirmation is to Men an End of all Strife. Seeing 
theretore that the great Credit. that is given to an 
Oath, is grounded upon that ſerious Senſe of Religion 
which the Witneſs is ſuppoſed to have in his Mind, 
when he declares that he ſpeaks as-in the Preſence of 
Almighty God ; whenever there is good Evidence 
civen by any Perſon of the fame ſerious Senſe of Re- 
tigion, his Teſtimony, 'tho' without the Formality of 
an Oath, 1s not leſs credible. 

Again, It isa further Token of a Man's firm Belief 
of what he reports or affirms, in caſe, the Matter of 


his Report being ſuch as is naturally influential upon 
Practice, 


The SUFFICIENCY of 


Practice, he himſelf lives and aQts in all ReſpeQts a- 
greeably thereto : And eſpecially, if in Conſequence 
thereof he declines making ſuch Gain and Profit to 
himſelf as 'tis probable he would have done had he 
been otherwiſe perſwaded ; and denies himſelf thoſe 
worldly Pleaſurcs and Senſual. Gratifications which 
other Men not ſo perſuaded, do freely allow them- 
ſelves in; and voluntarily undertakes ſuch Labours, 
and endures ſuch Hardſhips as it can hardly be ſuppo- 
ſed any Man of another Perſwaſion would undergo. 

But the ſureſt Token that any Man can give of his 
Veracity,is perſiſting in the Evidence he has once given 
to the laſt ; When no Promiles of Wealth, Honour or 
Promotion can per{wade him to forbear ſpeaking the 
things which he has ſeen and heard 3 when being 
brought before Kings and Rulers, and ſtraitly threat- 
ned to hold his Peace, he is thereby rather the more 
emboldened to ſpeak ; when being racked and tortured 
to retract his Evidence, he continues in the midſt of 
the greateſt Torments to witneſs the ſame thing that 
he did before ; And in fine, when having a certain Pro- 
ſpect before him of loſing all that can be dear to him 
in this World, andeven his Life its ſelf, unleſs he will 
either go back from what he has ſaid, or at leaſt for- 
bear to repeat and confirm it ; he willingly and chear- 
fully ſeals his Teſtimony with his Blood. 

Such Aſſurance as this we may have of the Honeſty 
and Veracity of a Perſon that witneſſes a thing only 
of his own private Knowledge ; And this being the 
beſt we can have,he'san unreaſonable Man that deſires 
more, or ſays this is not ſufficient. 

But Secondly, in Caſe the Author of any Book, or 
of any Report, relates a Thing that was done or ſpo- 
ken publickly, in the Sight or Hearing of many others 
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beſides himſelf, we may have ſtill greater Aſſurance, 
of his Honeſty and Veracity, and of the Truth of the 
Report its ſelf; And we have ſo, (we have, I think, 
the greateſt that can be,) if, after the Report is pub- 
liſhed,eſpecially if it be a Matter of great Conſequence 
to the World, it be not contradifted by any of thoſe 
that were preſent; and much rather, if they all, or a 
great many of them,agree in teſtifying the ſame thing; 
Eſpecially if they alſo are Perſons of the like good Cre- 


. dit, and if they alſo give the ſame Proofs and:Tokens- 


of their Veracity that he did. 


Such Evidence as this of the Veracity of any Author 


in what he writes, is beyond all reaſonable Exception. 
And therefore when many, and eſpecially when all 
theſe Evidences of Truth and Honeſty do concurr, 1 
think we may be ſuficzently aſſured that he did not 
deſign to impoſe upon his Readers. Bur, 

(3.) If we may be well enough aſſured of the Au- 


thor of any Book, and alſo of his Honeſty ; yet, it was: 


further objected, that this Author, whoever he was, 
could not be ſure that he himſelf was not deceived, in 
his Opinion of his own Inſpiration, or of a Revelation 
made to him ; Or in the Truth of any other Matter of 

Fact which he has related as of his own Knowledge. * 
But, firſt, If he could not be ſure of his own Inſpi- 
ration, or of a Revelation made to himſelf; how then 
could any Man now a days be ſure of the ſame, if God 
ſhould vouchſafe to ſpeak to us now , as 'tis ſaid he 
did in former times to the Prophets and other inſpir'd 
Men, by himſelf, or an Angel 2 So that this ObjeQtion, 
if it be.well grounded, cuts off not only all reaſonable 
Belief of-former Revelations,but likewiſe all reaſonable 
Beliet of any Revelation that can now be made, to our 
ſelves or others ;. And 'tis to no Purpoſe to offer at any 
thing 


The SUEFICIENCY of 


thing to convince thoſe of the Truth of any Revelation 
who are of Opinion that even the infinite Power and 
Wiſdom of God cannot make ſuch a Revelation of his 
Will to them as would te credible ; ſuch as they ſhould 
reaſonably judge ſufficient for their Conviction. | 

This therefore is all that I ſhall fay to this Part of 
the Objection; that it they ſuppole, as they ſeem to 
do, that Almighty God cannot any ways ſo reveal his 
Will to any Man, as that the Prophet himſelf can be 
aſſured that it is a divine Revelation ; they ſuppoſe 
God to be of leſs Power and Skill than a Man is, who 
can utter his Mind in ſuch a Manner to another, that 
the other ſhall have no Doubt, who it is that ſpeaks, 
or what he means : But if they will but vouchſafe to 
grant, that God could now ſpeak, or otherwiſe reveal 
his Will, in ſuch Manner to us, as that we could not 
poſſibly have any Doubt, whether it was the Voice of 
God or an Angel or not, then Ifay there can be no 
Queſtion but that he might ſpeak in as plain a Manner 
to Men in former Times ; and there is almoſt as little 
Queſtion but that he has done ſo. | 

But many (it may be faid) have pretended to Inſpi- 
ration or Revelations, and, we have Reaſon to believe, 
have thought themſelves inſpired, when yet the Mat- 
ter they have ſaid they were inſpired with, or which 
thev have ſaid has been revealed to them has been 
ſuch as has clearly evidenced to all rational Men the 
Falſity of their Pretence. 

True; And fo likewiſe many Men have thought- 
themſelves at ſuch a Place, in ſuch a Company, hearing, 
ſeeing, ſpeaking or doing ſuch and ſuch things, when 
yet, as it proves afterwards, they have been all the 
while only in a Dream : But what then ? Does it fol- 


low that becauſe a Man may think himſelf awake when 
he 
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he is in a Dream, he can therefore never be ſure that 
he is awake ? And as little does it follow, that becauſe 
ſome Perions of weak or diſtempered Brains have 
. thought they have had Revelations, therefore no ſober 
and judicious Man in his right Wits,can ever be ſure of 
a Revelation. 

But ſuppoſe a Man at the firſt, being (as it may well 
be imagined he muſt be) in a great Surprize and Aſto- 
niſhment at the Strangeneſs and Novelty of the thing, 
ſhould not be very certain of the Reality of the Reve- 
lation, ſhould not well know whether he was awake 
or aſleep ; yet certainly the ſame ſigns which are ſuſfi- 
cient afterwards to fatisfie other Men of the Truth of 
his Inſpiration or Revelation, muſt be allowed to be 
ſufficient to fatisfie himſelf of the ſame thing. 

And therefore, If Moſes (for inſtance) when God 


firſt ſpake to him in Zoreb out of the burning Buſh, Ex01. 3. 


was in ſome Doubt whether he was in a Trance, or 
awake and in his right Mind ; whether he really heard 
a Voice, or only dream'd fo: it can't well be ſuppoſed 
that he continued in the fame Doubt afterwards, when 
having at God's Command,caſt hrs Rod upon the Ground, 
it became a Serpent ; and having at the ſame divine 
Command taken it up by the Tail, it became a Rod again 
in his Hand : And when after that, by his firſt putting 
his Hand into his Boſom it became /eprous as Snow, and 
after his putting it in the ſecond Time, 7t came out 
like his other Fleſh. 

Or if it can be imagined that he might poſſibly take 
all this to be only a Continuation of his Dream; or at 


leaſt, might not in all this while be ſure that it was not: 


a Dream; 1t 15 not conceiveable, however, that in all 
the Time that he was travelling from Horeb into E- 
gypr, he ſhould not ever be ſo throughly awake as to 
be ſure that he was awakeg and if he was,that he ſhould 
D nor 
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not in all that Time make ſuch Reflections upon what 
had paſſed, as either to perceive plainly that it had 
been only a Dream, or elle to be very certain that it 
had not been a Dream, but a Reality. 

Or if it can be conceived that his Amazement and 
Concern at what had happened was fo great,that in all 
this Time he might not be ſo well come to himſelf, as 
to be ſure that he had had a truedivine Revelation; yet 
F think it was not poſſible that he ſhould remain in the 
ſame Uncertainty, after he had been in Egypt tor ſome 
while, and had wrought, not only thoſe two Miracles 
over again in the Sight of the 7ſrae/ztes, whereby they 
were tully perſwaded of his divine Miſſion ; but like- 
wiſe all the other great Signs and Wonders mentioned 
in the 7th. and following Chapters of Exodas, ſome of 
which the Egyptians,and even the Magicians themſelves 
_ not bur acknowledge were done by the Finger of 
God. 

But this, It may be it will be ſaid, 1s proving one 
doubtful thing by another as doubtful, a Revelation by 
a Miracle : tor it was further urged in the ObjeCtion, 
that no Author of any Book could be ſure that he was 
not deceived in any other Matter that he has related 
as of his own Knowledge ; that 'tis poſſible there might 
be Miſtake in the Sign and Proof of the divine Reve- 
lation as well as in the Revelation its ſelf ; that *ris 
poſlible that the Author of the Report (whether it was 
the Prophet himſelf, or any other Man who has repor- 
ted the Miracles done by the Prophet,as Matters of his 
own Knowledge) did imagine he faw things which he 
did not ſce, and that he heard things which he did not 
hear. 

But if this be ſuppoſed poſſible, that any Man, and 
much more that ſeveral Men agreeing in the fame Re- 
port, the Organs of whoſe Sentes were rightly diſpo- 

ſed, 
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ſed, and who by all their other Attions and Diſcourſes 
appeared to be ſober, and-conſiderate, and judicious, 
ſhould yet in the Day time, and in a clear Light, and 
when they were ſure they were broad awake,be miſta- 
ken in the plaineſt Matters of Senſe ; then there is no 
ſuch thing as Certainty in the World ; Then they that 
make the ObjeCtion can be no more ſure of what they 
themſelves ſee and hear than other Men can be; And 
'tis to no Purpoſe to hold an Argument with ſuch as 
dare not believe their own Eyes and Ears. The only 
ſenſe whereby, I think, ſuch Men can be convinced, 
mult be Feeling : And it will be well for them if they 
can carry the ſame Scepticiſm with them into the 
other World,and when they are compaſled about with 
the Flames of Hell, can be able to doubt whether it be 
a real or a painted fire, whether they are tormented 
in that Flame, or not. 

Leaving theſe therefore to be convinced in the other 
World, as being, I think, not capable of Conviction 
here ; I ſhall content my ſelf with having faid, what, 
I ſuppoſe, is enough to fatisfie others, That the Witneſs 
of a plain Matter of Fa& may be ſure of the Truth of 
what he witneſles ; and that 'tis poſſible for God to 
ſpeak ſo plainly to Men, that they may be certain they 
have had a divine Revelation ; and that ſuch Evidence 
may be given of the Veracity of an Author, and of 
the Authority of a Book as is ſufficient to ſatisfie a rea- 
ſonable Man. « 


Andby this, and what was ſaid before, I hope I have 


made it appear, that a Standing Revelation of God's Will 
may be ſo well contrived and fo well atteſted as to be 
ſufficient to eftect its Delign, viz. to bring Men to Re- 
pentance. Whether the Standing Revelation which we 
have in the Zoly Scripture be ſufficient for this Purpoſe, 
will be Matter of Enquiry in the next Diſcourſes. 
In 
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In the mean time, what has been already ſaid may ſerve 
to diſpoſe us to hear without Prejudice the Arguments that 
may be offered to prove the. ſufficiency of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, For, 

1. If it be poſſible that there may be ſuch a Sranding Re- 
velation, it is very probable that there is one ; for from that 
natural Notion that we have of the Goodneſs of God it may 
be fairly argued, that he is not wanting to Men in the ne- 
ceſlary Means of Salvation ; and therefore, it being evident 
that there are not new Revelations made every Day, it may 
be reaſonably concluded that the Reaſon is , becauſe there 
is already ſome Standing Revelation of God's Will extant that 
is ſefficient to dire us in the Way to Happineſs. And, 

2. If there be already any ſuch Srzanding Revelation extant, 
it may be ſtrongly preſumed, that it is that which we have 
in the Holy Scripture ; becauſe there is no other Book, that 
we know of, which has ſuch good Evidences of divine Au- 
thority and Inſpiration as that has. 

Let us then be prepared to inquire into the Grounds and 
Reaſons of the Chriſtian Faith and Religion with unpreju- 
diced Minds, with a ſincere Love and Deſire of Truth, and 
with a Reſolution to hear Reaſon and to be convinced by it. 

And above all, (which indeed 'is the beſt Preparation for 
Truth, and the beſt Security againſt Error) let us inthe Sin- 
cerity of our Hearts, apply our ſelves to God for his Help 
and Direction ; And that our Prayer may be effectual, let 
us be careful to approve our ſelves to him,by a conſcientious 
Diſcharge of all thoſe Duties of Piety, Juſtice, Temperance 
and Charity, which are clearly taught even by natural Rea- 


| fon; and be readily diſpoſed to practiſe whatever elſe we 


ſhall learn to be our Duty by any farther Illumination: for sf 
any Man will de his Will, he ſhail know of the Dottrine whether 
it be of God. | 

FINIS. 


ERRAT 4. 


I Epiſt. Ded. 1. 3. r. Arch-Bifhep, p. 8 L. 31. r. forborn, p, 13. I, 19. 
r. he who, P. 14+ 1. 16. I. 6 Boo\. 


